Ideal Laser racing: Dunkley wins Al Sawadi Islands Regatta, 22/23 July 1999
Last weekend the Oman Laser Association held the first Al Sawadi Islands Regatta from the grounds of the Crowne Plaza Al Sawadi Resort. The Regatta was held under fantastic conditions in moderate to strong winds around the islands near the hotel. For two days, 22 sailors from Ras Al Hamra Recreation Club, Civil Aviation Recreation Club and the Royal Navy of Oman competed in their Laser dinghies for the honour. 

Convincing winner was Englishman Neil Dunkley who won 4 out of the 5 races, well ahead on Dutchman Bart van Reij. Third place was for RNO sailor Chris Waite. Best Omani sailor was Rashid Said from the RNO and first lady was Victoria Grainger.

Competition was particularly hot in the middle of the fleet, with close racing and many tactical situations around the marks. 

Race officer was Brian Hooper of sailing specialist “the Loft” from Dubai. He ran a tight and professional race with three courses round the islands and two conventional races on an Olympic triangle. Strong winds and cross swells made sailing particularly challenging around the forbidding and remote weather side of the Islands. The Royal Navy of Oman generously provided safety cover during the races.

At the price giving ceremony the OLA Chairman Neil Dunkley thanked the management of the Al Sawadi hotel for their hospitality and prizes and for providing their excellent facilities. He was particularly pleased to have realised an old dream to race around these islands. Especially because the event was so well attended and was held in such ideal conditions. 

The next Laser race will be held on 25 September from the beach of the RAHRC club. For information about future events or membership, OLA can be contacted at 677428.


[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image2.wmf]Pos'n

Name

Sail #

Race #1

Race #2

Race #3

Race #4

Race #5

Discard

Total points

1

Neil Dunkley

160765

5

1

1

1

1

5

4

2

Bart van Reij

184665

1

2

2

2

3

3

7

3

Chris Waite

4

2

4

4

3

2

4

11

4

Jan Wind

143874

4

3

3

6

5

6

15

5

Dave Lee

132350

3

5

10

9

4

10

21

6

Rod Lance

13

6

9

7

8

7

9

28

7

Iain Rae

67259

DNS

8

11

5

6

0

30

8

Rashid

12449

8

7

8

7

11

11

30

9

Cees de Bruin

155905

12

15

6

4

20

20

37

10

Peter Searle

102

10

10

9

11

16

16

40

11

Thomas Meijssen

143872

7

16

12

10

12

16

41

12

Willem Kolkman

51456

16

6

14

15

8

16

43

13

Grenville Benyon

154711

11

14

18

12

10

18

47

14

M Carey

104

DNS

11

15

16

9

0

51

15

Saeed Al Balushi

137921

14

12

5

RET

DNS

-22

53

16

John Simpson

12441

DNS

13

13

14

14

0

54

17

John Coates

954

9

18

17

17

15

18

58

18

Ben Smith

12446

15

19

RET

19

13

0

66

19

Victoria Grainger

96538

DNS

RET

16

13

18

-22

69

20

Chris Bukton

106

13

20

20

20

17

20

70

21

David Nam

946

17

17

21

18

19

21

71

22

Robert Black

38400

DNS

RET

19

21

RET

-44

84
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