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= Pakistan not to host
. . World Cup cricketin 2011

% Pakistan has been stripped of hosting rights for the 2011 World Cup because of the ‘uncertain secu-
g rity situation’ in the country, the International Cricket Council (ICC) said last week. "It is a regret-
table decision but our number one priority is to create certainty and deliver a safe, secure and
successful event," David Morgan, ICC president, said in Dubai. “The uncertainty created by events in
Pakistan created a huge question mark over our ability to do just that." The ICC will look look into
possible compensation for Pakistan Cricket Board as a result of being stripped off the mega event.

Yankees notch first win in new stadium

Derek Jeter snapped a 5-5 tie with a homer in the eighth innings to lift the New York Yankees to a 6-5 victory over the Cleveland
Indians last week, the team's first win at their new USS1.5bn stadium. Cleveland had won Thursday's opener 10-2 at the new park.
"Sometimes the first one is the hardest one to get," Jeter told reporters.

Cyclist Hamilton tests positive, retires

Qlympic gold medal winner Tyler Hamilton has tested positive for a banned substance and retired from cycling, the
American said last week. Hamilton said he is battling depression and admitted taking an over-the-counter homeopathic
anti-depressant containing the steroid DHEA (Dehydroepiandrosterone), which is a banned substance.

Competitors tame tough winds at the

recent Oman national laser event

M Najmuz Zafar
mohammad.zafar@apexstuff.com

For two entertaining days of the
weekend, the sea was abuzz with
activities as 22 participants from the
sultanate chased tough winds at the
Ras al Hamra Boat Club (RAHBC) in
Muscat for the Volvo 2009 Oman
National Laser Championship.

Thursday saw winds of 17-18
knots, which became difficult to
manoeuvre for many sailors during
the scheduled five races. In the end
only eight participants were left in
the fray.

The remaining three races on
Friday were more competitive with
the conditions being perfect for sail-
ing. “It's shame when winners are
decided in non-existent winds but

this year the weather was ideal to
have a good competition,” said Fred
Rourke, the racing officer. Douwe
Sickler, who bagged first places in
five of the eight races, was the undis-
puted winner with Tony Van Thiel
breathing down his neck in the sec-
ond position. The third place went to
Stephen Rice. Of the five Omani par-
ticipants, four of them were from
Royal Navy of Oman. Rashid Khalfan
al Yahji took the first position
while second and third places went
to Abdulhakeem al Kiyumi and
Mafoud al Zarafi respectively.

The championship had a distinct
flavour due to its varied participa-
tion as sailors (mostly in their 40s)

had a chance to fight it out with a
couple of teenagers in the fray. In
fact, four youngsters aged (14-16)
did pose a serious challenge to veter-
ans, some with over 40 years of
sailing experience. Alexander Rice,
14, was placed seventh on the overall
list, while Paul-Henry Van Thiel, 15,
stood ninth. The prize distribution
ceremony was like a family gather-
ing as sailors knew each other and
have been maintaining close ties.

The winners got trophies from
Oman’s sailing hero, Mohsin al
Busaidi, amidst cheers and encour-
aging words of ‘bravo’ and ‘way to go’
from their fellow sailors.

Organised by the RAHBC Sailing

Section and Oman Laser Sailing
Committee since 1983, the champi-
onship, with the backing of its main
sponsor Volvo, has plans to involve
sailors from the neighbouring
regions. “For two years, we have

been associated with this champi-
onship and we want to extend the
reach of this event to sailors from the
UAE and other Arab countries,”said
David Aziz, director, Mohsin Haider
Darwish, distributor of Volvo.
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CHAMPION: David Aziz from Volvo-MHD and Mohsin Al Busaidi from Oman Sail presenting the Rolling Trophy to Douwe

Sickler with Tony Van Theil, looking on. Right, an action from the National championship.

Douwe 1s national laser champion |

24 sailors participated in the event sponsored by Volvo-MHD

Times News Service

MUSCAT — Douwe Sickler
topped with nine points in the
MHD LLC Sponsored Volvo
2009 Oman National Cham-
pionship for Lasers (one man
Olympic class sailing dinghies)
from the beach off the Ras al
Hamra Recreation Centre last
weekend.

24 Sailors competed in the
event organised by the Oman
Laser Association and Ras Al
Hamra Boat Club (RAHBC)
with participants from Royal
Oman Navy, Castaways (Civil
Aviation Recreation Club),
Oman Sail and RAHBC.

Second place was for Tony
van Thiel (16 points) with Ste-
phen Rice following closely as
third with 19 points.

Rashid Khalfan al Yahyai
from RNO-Wudum was the
best Omani sailor with an 11"
place overall. It is the third
time he takes this place. Ab-
dulhakeem Al-Keyumi from
Casteways came second. Last
year they scored the opposite

with Hakim on first and Rashid
on second place. Mafoud al
Zarafi from RNO-Wudum took
the third place. He only sailed 2
races and would have gone on
much stronger but hurt himself
during a capsize after which he
had to abandon further partici-
pation.

Strong winds

The first racing day saw very
strong easterly winds through-
out the day. Wind speeds up to
20 knots (force 5) created very
demanding conditions which
only part of the fleet could
handle.

The first race started with
22 sailors. Only 14 were able
to complete the course. The
number of finishers reduced in
every race to only 7 in the fifth
and final event of the day.

Sailing a Laser in strong
winds is physically demanding.
One has to be very fit! At the
end of day-1 Douwe had 2 wins
and was already 3 points clear
of Tony. On Friday the wind
was again blowing strong. Just

a notch less power full than the
day before, creating excellent
sailing conditions which most
of the fleet managed well. The
lighter sailors wisely decided
to use the smaller radial and
4.7 sails instead of the big stan-
dard sail. 3 races were held and
Douwe won them all.

A fierce battle for second,
third and fourth position took
place in every race between
Tony, Stephen and Dave Clark.
Tony ended up as second fol-
lowed by Stephen and Dave.

It was good to see the par-
ticipation of 4 youngsters
aged 14 to 16 years. Alexan-
der Rice (14) took the “Best
Youth” ranking (7th overall).
A remarkable feat considering
he only sailed on the first day.
Paul-Henri van Thiel (15) fin-
ished 9th, Tim Street (16) on
15th and Robert van Eden (14)
on 17th position.

Prices sponsored by VOL-
VO-MHD and Oman Sail,
were awarded to all participants
by Mohsin al Busaidi (Oman
Sail) and David Aziz of Volvo-

MHD. Tony van Thiel (OLA
Chair and event organiser)
thanked the officers of the day
(OOD’s) Fred Rourke, Stephen
Martin and Mariette Verdaas-
donk for the first rate manage-
ment of the races. The RAHBC
sailing captain, Cees van Eden
congratulated Tony with the
excellent organisation of the
championship.

Good support

Volvo has long history in their
link with sailing in the world
and has been the title sponsor
for this event for the second
year. David Aziz thanked the
organisation and expressed his
commitment for further support
next year.

The Oman Sail Academy has
started training young Omanies
and it is very likely that a strong
National squad of Laser sailors
will be competing in the Laser
Nationals next year. The 2010
Asian Beach Games which will
be held in Oman will also fea-
ture Lasers as one of the sailing
events.




- Rashid Khalfan Al Yahyai
best Omani sailor

HE MHD LLC-sponsored VOLVO 2009

I Oman National Championship for Lasers

was sailed for the 27th time last weekend

from the beach off the Ras al Hamra Recreation

Centre. Twenty-four Sailors. competed in the

event onmnised by the Oman Laser Association

and Ras Al Hamra Boat Club (RAHBC) with

participants from Royal Oman Navy, Castaways

(Civil Avistion Recreation Club), Oman Sail and
RAHBC,

Douwe Sickler came out on top with 9 points
{out of 8 mees with one discard), Tony van Thiel
(16 points) came second, with Stephen Rice
following closely with 19 points,

Rashid Khalfan Al Yahyai from RNO-Wudum

wais the best Omani sailor with 11th place overall,
an excellent performance, 1t was the third time he
had taken this place, Abdulhakeem Al-Keyumi
from Casteways came sccond. Last year they
sored the opposite with Hakim in first and
Rashid in second place. Mafoud Al Zarafi from
RNO-Wudum toak the third place. He only sailed
2 races and would have gone on much stronger
but hun k\tns:lfdmﬁng a capsize after which he
hullTl: abandon further participation,

o first racing day saw strong casterl
winds throughout the day. W"lelgspeu]f up to 25
knots (foree 5) very d | diti
which only part of the fleet could handle, The first

race started with 22 sailors, Only 14 were able
to complete the course. The number of finishers
reduced in cvery race to only 7 in the fifth and
final event of the day. Those that made that last
race came back 1o the beach totally exhausted.
Sailing a Luser in strong winds is physically
demanding. One has to be very fil. At the end of
day-1 Douwe had 2 wins and was already 3 points
clear of Tony.

On Friday the wind was again blowing strong.
Just a notch less powerful than the day before,
creating excellent sailing conditions which most
of the feet managed well. The lighter sailors
wisely decided o use the smaller radial and 4.7
sails instead of the big standard sail. 3 mees were
held and Douwe won them all. A fierce battle
for second, third and fourth places wok place
in every race between Tony, Stephen and Dave
Clark. Tony ended up as second followed by
Stephen and Dave.

It was good 1o see the participation of 4
youngsters aged 14 to 16 years, Alexander Rice
(14) took the “Best Youth™ ranking (7th overall).
A remarkable feal considering he only sailed on
the first day. Paul-Henri van Thiel (15) finished
9th, Tim Street (16) on 15th and Robert van
Eden (14) on 1 7th position. Well done boys!

Prices, sponsored by VOLVO-MHD and
Oman Sail, were awarded to all participants

by Mohsin Al Busaidi (Oman Sail) and David
Aziz of Volvo-MHD. Tony van Thiel (OLA
chair and event organiser) thanked the Officers
OF the Day (OOD's) Fred Rourke, Stephen
Martin and Marictte Verdnasdonk for the first
rate management of the races. RAHBC sailing

Tony also thanked Oman Sail's Mohsin
i for his presence at the ceremony.
Maohsin recently became the first Arab sailor to
sail nan-stop around the world (in 76 days).

captain Cees van Eden congratulated Tony on
the 11 isation of the championship
Tony finished by thanking VOLVO-MHD and
Oman Sail for their sponsorship of the event.
VOLVO has long history in their link with
sailing in the world and has been the title
sponsor for this event for the secand year. David
Aziz thanked the orgamsation and expressed his
commitment 1o supporting the event next year.

ne heritage. The Oman Sail
Academy has started training young Omanies

and glorious m.

and it is very likely that a strong National siquad
of Laser sailors will be competing in the Laser
Nationals next vear. The 2010 Asian Beach
Games which will be held in Oman will also
feature Lasers as one of the sailing events. Start
training
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Championship attracts strong turnout

David Aziz from Volvo-MHD and Mohsin al Busaidy from
Oman Sail presenting the Rolling Trophy to new National
Champion Douwe Sickler with Tony Van Theil, RAHBC
Commodore and Laser Captain looking on

The winners (best Overall 3/2/1 on the left and best Omani
1/2/3 on the right) with David Aziz from Volvo-MHD and
Mohsin al Busaidy from Oman Sail in the middle

HE Volvo 2009 Oman

I National Championship

for Lasers (one man Ol-
ympic class sailing dinghies),
sponsored by MHD LLC, was
kicked off for the 27" time last
weekend from the beach off
the Ras al Hamra Recreation
Centre. Twenty-four sailors
competed in the event organ-
ised by the Oman Laser Asso-
ciation and Ras Al Hamra Boat
Club (RAHBC) with partici-
pants from Royal Oman Navy,
Castaways (Civil Aviation Rec-
reation Club), Oman Sail and
RAHBC.

Douwe Sickler came out on
top with 9 points (out of 8 rac-
es with one discard). Second
place was for Tony van Thiel
(16 points) with Stephen Rice
following closely as third with
19 points.

Rashid Khalfan al Yahyai
from RNO-Wudam was the
best Omani sailor at 11* place
overall, an excellent perform-
ance. It is the third time he
takes this position. Abdul-
hakeem al Kiyumi from Caste-

ways came second. Last year
they scored the opposite with
Hakim on first and Rashid on
second place. Mafoud al Zarafi
from RNO-Wudam took the
third place. He only sailed two
races and would have gone on
much stronger but hurt himself
during a capsize after which he
had to abandon further partici-
pation.

The first racing day saw very
strong easterly winds through-
out the day. Wind speeds up to
20 knots (force 5) created very
demanding conditions which

only part of the fleet could han-

dle. The first race started with
22 sailors. Only 14 were able
to complete the course. The
number of finishers reduced
in every race to only 7 in the
fifth and final event of the day.
Those that made that last race
came back to the beach totally
exhausted. Sailing a Laser in
strong winds is physically de-
manding. One has to be very
fit! At the end of day-1 Douwe
had 2 wins and was already 3
points clear of Tony.

Douwe Sickler new national

champion; Rashid Khalfan al Yahyai
named best Omani sailor in one-man
Olypmpic class sailing dinghy event &8

On Friday the wind was
again blowing strong. Just a
notch less powerfull than the
day before, creating excellent
sailing conditions which most
of the fleet managed well.
The lighter sailors wisely de-
cided to use the smaller radial
and 4.7 sails instead of the big
standard sail. 3 races were held
and Douwe won them all. A
clear winner! A fierce battle for
2m/31 and 4™ took place in eve-
ry race between Tony, Stephen
and Dave Clark. Tony ended up
as second followed by Stephen
and Dave.

It was good to see the par-
ticipation of 4 youngsters aged
14 to 16 years. Alexander Rice
(14) took the “Best Youth”
ranking (7" overall). A remark-
able feat considering he only
sailed on the first day. Paul-
Henri van Thiel (15) finished
9%, Tim Street (16) on 15" and
Robert van Eden (14) on 17"
position. Well done boys!

Prizes sponsored by Volvo-
MHD and Oman Sail were
awarded to all participants
by Mohsin al Busaidy (Oman
Sail) and David Aziz of Volvo-

MHD.: Tony' van Thiel (OLA.

Chair ‘and event organiser)
thanked the Officers Of the
Day (OOD’s) Fred Rourke,
Stephen. Martin and Mariette
Verdaasdonk for the first rate
management of the races. The
RAHBC sailing captain, Cees
van Eden congratulated Tony
with the excellent organisation
of the championship. Tony fin-
ished by thanking Volvo-MHD
and Oman Sail for their spon-
sorship of the event.

Volvo has long history in

their link with sailing in the
world and has been the ti-
tle sponsor for this event for
the second year. David Aziz
thanked the organisation and
expressed his commitment for
further support next year.

Tony also thanked Oman
Sail’s Mohsin al Busaidy for
his presence at the ceremony.
Mohsin recently became the
first Arab sailor to sail non-
stop around the world (in 76
days). Oman Sail is an excit-
ing new initiative, guided and
supported by the Ministry of
Tourism, whose aim is to re-
kindle Oman’s long and glo-
rious maritime heritage. The
Oman Sail Academy has start-
ed training young Omanis and
it is very likely that a strong
National squad of Laser sailors
will be competing in the Laser
Nationals next year. The 2010
Asian Beach Games which will
be held in Oman will also fea-
ture Lasers as one of the sailing
events. Start training!

The Laser is a small single
sail boat sailed by one person.
It is an Olympic single design
class which is very popular
around the world. Laser sailing
is a fantastic sport which can
be practised in Oman through-
out the year. In strong winds
the sailing is very physical; the
boat gives you a great workout.
With Oman’s strong history of
sailing, good winds, beauti-
ful beaches and deep blue sea,
Laser sailing has the prospec-
tive to become a true national
sport with the potential of Om-
ani participation in world class
events such as the Asian and
Olympic Games.

Excellent sailing conditions made for a very exciting
competition

Final results:

No | Name Points | Comment

1 Douwe Sickler 9 Overall 1st
Place

2 Tony van Thiel 16 Overall 2nd
Place

3 Stephen Rice 19 | Overall 3rd
Place

4 Dave Clark 23

5 Tony Males 44

6 Gordon Whitley 51

7 Alexander Rice 82 Best Youth (14)

8 Victoria Grainger 85 | Best Lady

9 Paul-Henri van Thiel 92 Youth: (15)

10 | Joost Bloemarts 04

11 Rashid Khalfan al Yahyai 95 Best Omani st
Place

12 | Steve Williams 111

13 Jack Tarr 113 }

14 | Abdulhakeem al Kiyumi 122 | Best Omani 2nd
Place

15 Tim Street 126 Youth: (16)

16 Aly Brandenburg 132

17 Cees van Eden 134

18 Mafoud bin Mohd al Zarafi 145 Best Omani 3rd
Place

19 Robert van Eden 155 Youth: (14)

20 | Abdullah bin Said al Habsi 159

21 David Price 163

22 Peter Evans 169 Great Grand
Master (over 65)

23 | Osman Bilal 172 | Wooden Spoon

24 | Jamil bin Hassan al Hadrami 172 Wooden Spoon
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Tuesday, April 28, 2009 /

Volvo 2009 Oman National Laser

Championship

The MHD LLC sponsored
Volvo 2009 Oman National
Championship for Lasers (one
man Olympic class sailing
dinghies) sailed for the 27th
time from the beach off the
Ras Al Hamra Recreation
Centre recently. Twenty four
sailors competed in the event
organised by the Oman

Laser Association and Ras Al
Hamra Boat Club (RAHBC)
with participants from Royal
Oman Navy, Castaways (Civil
Aviation Recreation Club),
Oman Sail and RAHBC.
Douwe Sickler came out

on top with 9 points (out of

8 races with one discard).
Second place was for Tony van
Thiel (16 points) with Stephen
Rice following closely as third
with 19 points.

Rashid Khalfan Al Yahyai from
RNO-Wudum was the best
Omani sailor with an 11th
place overall, an excellent
performance. It is the third
time he takes this place.
Abdulhakeem Al-Keyumi from
Casteways came second. Last
year they scored the opposite
with Hakim on first and Rashid
on second place. Mafoud Al
Zarafi from RNO-Wudum took
the third place. He only sailed
two races and would have
gone on much stronger but
hurt himself during a capsize
after which he had to abandon
further participation.

The first racing day saw

very strong easterly winds
throughout the day. Wind
speeds up to 20 knots (force

5) created very demanding
conditions, which only part of
the fleet could handle. The first
race started with 22 sailors.

Only 14 were able to complete

the course. The number of
finishers reduced in every race
to only 7 in the fifth and final
event of the day. Those that
made that last race came back
to the beach totally exhausted.
Sailing a Laser in strong winds
is physically demanding. One
has to be very fit! At the end
of day-1 Douwe had two wins
and was already three points
clear of Tony.

On Friday the wind was again
blowing strong. Just a notch
less power full than the day
before, creating excellent
sailing conditions which most
of the fleet managed well. The
lighter sailors wisely decided
to use the smaller radial and
4.7 sails instead of the big
standard sail. Three races were
held and Douwe won them
all. A clear winner. A fierce
battle for second and third and
fourth took place in every race
between Tony, Stephen and
Dave Clark. Tony ended up as
second followed by Stephen
and Dave.

It was good to see the
participation of four youngsters
aged 14 to 16 years. Alexander
Rice (14) took the “Best Youth”

Jack Tarr
Abdulhake

i Rober o B

20+ Abduflah’]
David P
Peter Evans
Osman Bilal

famil bin Hassan al Hadrami

ranking (seventh overall). A
remarkable feat considering
he only sailed on the first day.
Paul-Henri van Thiel (15)
finished 9th, Tim Street (16)
on 15th and Robert van Eden
(14) on 17th position. Well
done boys! Prices sponsored
by Volvo-Mhd and Oman
Sail, were awarded to all
participants by Mohsin al
Busaidi (Oman Sail) and David

Aziz of Volvo-Mhd. Tony van
Thiel (OLA Chair and event
organiser) thanked the Officers
Of the Day (OOD’s) Fred
Rourke, Stephen Martin and
Mariette Verdaasdonk for the
first rate management of the
races.

The RAHBC sailing

captain, Cees van Eden
congratulated Tony with

the excellent organisation

of the championship. Tony
finished by thanking Volvo-
Mhd and Oman Sail for their
sponsorship of the event.
Volvo has a long history in
their link with sailing and has
been the title sponsor for this
event for the second year.

Check: www.rahbc.pdorc.
com/Sailing/Sailraces/2009-
OLA-Nationals.htm




